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Covid-19 Pandemic and the 
Thriving of ‘Conspiratorial Mindset’
The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has 
caused a surge in popularity of conspiracy 
theories and, consequently, buttressed their 
mainstream presence. A recent survey of 
2,501 adults in England – one of the societ-
ies hit hardest by the pandemic – published 
by the Cambridge University Press shows 
that 50 per cent of the respondents exhib-
ited various degrees of endorsement of for 
the coronavirus related conspiracy theo-
ries. What was once considered a peculiar-
ity of the most conservative and anti-intel-
lectual fringes, seems to have entered the 
mainstream political and societal milieus.
However, a word of caution is needed 
before pronouncing the Covid-19 pan-
demic as single-handedly responsible for 
the mainstreaming of conspiracy theories. 
Although conspiracy theories have recent-
ly received much more public and media 
attention, they have been widespread for 
quite a while. For example, a series of 
surveys conducted in the US between 
2006 and 2011 showed that ‘half of the 
American public consistently endors-
es at least one conspiracy theory’, and a 
study published in 2018 put the corre-
sponding figure in Britain at 60 per cent. 
So, while the prevalence of conspiracy 
theories is perceived as more hazardous 
in the face of global health emergency, 
it is by no means a new phenomenon.
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Conspiracy theory and conspiratorial 
mindset
As another caveat to the ongoing world-
wide debate about conspiracy theories, it is 
worthwhile to distinguish between ‘conspir-
acy theory’ – which is a conviction that a 
given crisis/event is orchestrated by a secret 
and malevolent actor or group, which seeks 
to advance their self-serving and nefarious 
aims – and a more overarching ‘conspirato-
rial mindset’. The latter is an epistemological 
approach whereby the global economic, po-
litical and social order as well as the whole 
course of world history are seen as prede-
termined and controlled by some omnipo-
tent hidden forces. As such, conspiratorial 
mindset hinges on three core assumptions: 
(1) nothing is like it seems, (2) everything 
is premeditated by the cabal and, therefore, 
logical and interconnected, and (3) the lack 
of evidence is the ultimate proof of the con-
spiracy’s existence and its uncurbed power.
Singular conspiracy theories – such as 
the idea that the virus spreads through the 
5G network – might serve as a maladaptive 
coping mechanism to grasp a rapidly unfold-
ing and complex pandemic. The prolifera-
tion of conspiratorial mindset, in contrast, 
is a symptom of the deep societal mistrust 
of power- and knowledge-holders. Conspir-
atorial mindset acts as a power equaliser: by 
claiming access to secret knowledge that the 
supposedly oppressive authorities and insti-
tutions strive to keep hidden away, conspira-
cy theorists attempt to level the playing field.
Conspiratorial knowledges, racism 
and the curious case of Bill Gates
Finally, conspiracy theories are rarely con-
cocted from scratch. Rather, they readily plug 
into the existing repertoires of conspiratori-
al ‘knowledges’. In other words, conspirato-
rial mindset provides epistemological secu-
rity through a very particular mechanism of 
knowledge generation: not only does it rely 
on spurious evidence, but it also harnesses 
such evidence to ‘reveal’ what was already 
‘known’ a priori. This prior knowledge often 
consists of stereotypes and prejudices that 
revolve around racialised and/or culturally or 
religiously othered groups. In the context of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, these were imme-
diately mobilised in the ascription of blame 
for the outbreak to the Chinese state (‘prov-
ing’ their hegemonic ambitions or, alterna-
tively, incompetence and unfitness for global 
dominance) or, more rarely, in connecting it 
to the Jewish plot to alter the world order. 
What is really curious and definitely 
worth closer scrutiny, though, is the deploy-
ment of typical antisemitic beliefs against Bill 
Gates, scapegoated as the mastermind of 
the pandemic, despite his not being Jewish. 
Gates has taken over the position long oc-
cupied in the conspiratorial far-right imag-
inary by an actual Jew: George Soros, a 
Hungarian-American billionaire investor. The 
two are both very wealthy (although Gates 
significantly more so), powerful, well-con-
nected, involved in industries that are not 
readily graspable (technology and financial 
speculation, respectively), and supportive 
of liberal agenda. All these features render 
them suspicious in the eyes of anti-elite 
and anti-intellectual publics, who easily in-
corporate philanthropic activities of Soros 
(support for non-violent democratisation 
and civil society) and Gates (medical science 
and vaccine development) into the overar-
ching (Jewish) plot geared towards meddling 
with the established world order through 
the uprooting of conservative values. 
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“CONSPIRATORIAL MINDSET PROVIDES EPISTEMOLOGICAL SECURITY THROUGH A VERY PARTICULAR MECHANISM OF 
KNOWLEDGE GENERATION: NOT ONLY 
DOES IT RELY ON SPURIOUS EVIDENCE, 
BUT IT ALSO HARNESSES SUCH 
EVIDENCE TO ‘REVEAL’ WHAT WAS 
ALREADY ‘KNOWN’ A PRIORI.
